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2013-14  On February 5
th
, 2014 Norma Crofts and I 

attended an open house regarding the potential 
development on the former site of Crowe Hill 
Estates Trailer Park located at 621 Cook Road.  
The invitation to attend was sent out to many 
interested parties such as your CLWA board, 
town council, Ministries of the Environment,  Nat-
ural Resources and Tourism, community college 
students, First Nations and local residents.  
 

 Inside the Marmora Community Centre, 
Tim Ankenman of Ankenman Marchand Archi-
tects and Jim Perkins of FairTradeWorks of Van-
couver displayed a series of 22 poster boards for 
attendees to review.  Both men were available 
for discussion regarding the possibilities for the 
development of this defunct trailer site.  They 
stressed there is no confirmed development 
plans at the moment as this open house was a 
community fact finding mission to determine 
what the general consensus would be regarding 
ideas to types and styles of dwellings such as 
single family homes and multiple family homes.  
The format asked about land usage such as 
walkways, bike paths, marina and even small 
retail stores.  

 Everyone attending was asked to com-
plete an Exit Survey to allow the two companies 
to include a consensus of attendeeôs thoughts in 
their next presentation in approximately two 
months hence. Your board is interested in any 
feed back from our members regarding this po-
tential development provided your letter includes 
your name and address.   You are welcome to 
submit your own Exit Survey directly to Anken-
man and FairTradeWorks. 
 

 It is important to note that nothing can be 
done on this site until all the checks and balanc-
es have been done.  Re-zoning and a large num-
ber of assessments and studies will have to be 
completed by the various agencies responsible 
for protecting the environment of this area. 
 

 Ankenman and Perkins forwarded to 
CLWA a PDF of their presentation and the Exit 
Survey to allow us to share the presentation with 
all of you.  To view the presentation, go onto 
our web site at clwa.ca and click on the bar that 
reads 621 Cook Road.  Check the web site from 
time to time to keep abreast of information re-
garding this potential development.  

 621 Cook Road Potential Development 

 Crowe Valley Conservation Authority (CVCA) advises that 
homes and cottages along the waterways and lake be prepared 
for   higher waters this spring.   With the accumulation of snow we  
currently have, we could have problems if we get warm weather 
and rain all of a sudden.   There are a number of things owners 
can do to be prepared before the snow melts. 

¶ Remove snow buildup from around the base of the building, 

¶ Clear an access path for drainage back to the river or lake, 

¶ Ensure sump pumps are in working order if you own them, 

¶ Lift valuables to higher ground, 

¶ Know where to get sandbags and sand 

¶ Fire Chief Tony Brownson at 613-472-
2748 is emergency contact for Marmora 

¶ Fire Chief Ron Haines at 705- 778-3183 is 
emergency contact for Havelock 

¶ Vacant home/cottage checked frequently 
during runoff, 

¶ Have emergency supplies on hand such 
as food and water (For 72 hours). 

Higher Water Possible This Spring 

Morning Mist Photo by: Marty Dejczak  

Elinor White 

Elinor White 
 

Email: 

info@clwa.ca 
 Website:  

www.clwa.ca 
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Words from the President  

Ritch Smith 

 
 

 March always seems to be a time of prom-

ise of good things to come. Melting snow, spring 

bulbs, St. Patrickôs Day, Easter, robins coming 

back, the ice gone from the lake.  All signs of a 

new season and a time to get things started again.   

 In the last newsletter, I told you we were 

concerned about the future of the Ice Fishing   

Derby.  We were only days away from cancelling it 

and Chrisô Live Bait decided to take over.  We 

were very happy to see them do this.  The pike-

only fishing derbies are a valuable programme for 

controlling the pike population and helping        

increase the walleye population.  CLWA provided 

a $100 prize for the most pike caught. See page 6 

for details. 

 I also mentioned a potential problem with 

funding for the Canada Day fireworks on the Lake 

celebration. This one is going to take some help 

from you to solve.  An article by Elinor White (see 

page 10) will give you more details but, in short, 

we believe that the Saturday before Canada Day 

provides the greatest opportunity for our members 

to enjoy the celebration.  We have scheduled the 

fireworks for the day that we think is best for our 

members even though it probably means we sacri-

fice funding from the government.   

 Now, we need to find ways to make up for the 

lost funding.  The best way is to increase our mem-

bership. 

 Renewal letters have gone out in March. If 

you have not received yours, please let us know. 

Youôll find two membership brochures and we are 

asking you to find a new member and bring them to 

us when you renew.  Maybe you have a family 

member, a neighbor, a frequent visitor to the cot-

tage, or someone who you think should be in 

CLWA.  Talk to them and get them to fill out the bro-

chure, give you a cheque, and send it back with 

your renewal.  Or send the       brochure to that per-

son and then tell us who you sent it to when you 

return your renewal. Or sponsor someone with a gift 

membership. Each One Bring One.  Financial prob-

lem solved! 

 More members also give us more volunteers 

for CLWA projects.  There are a number of projects 

- economic development, tourism, property develop-

ment, organization development ï where could have 

an active participant from CLWA. Let us know;     

volunteers are needed 

So, enjoy the Spring. Get ready for Summer. Renew 

your membership and bring somebody to CLWA. 



Page 3 

We do Boat Tops,  

Swing Tops and   

Furniture Recovering  

 

Jacqueline Douglas                  

201 Squire Rd.  

Springbrook, ON  

Crowe Lake Matters  

 Twenty years ago, in February, 1994, The Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) was passed in Ontario.  This bill 
ensures that Ontarians have a right to know about and participate in government decisions that affect the environment.  
I was only vaguely aware of this bill until the FOCA meeting on March 1

st
.  At that meeting, the Deputy Commissioner, 

Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, Ellen Schwartzel, presented an overview of the EBR and how Ontarians can 
make use of it. The Environmental Commissioner of Ontario (ECO) enforces the EBR and takes citizen complaints 
concerning environmental degradation and pollution. The EBR itself covers 15 Government of Ontario ministries,    
including The Ministries of Natural Resources, The Environment, Transportation, Rural Affairs and Energy. Once any 
of the aforementioned 15 Ontario ministries propose any environmental changes, the EBR ensures that the public can 
review these changes, respond with input, raise environmental concerns, question government decisions and even 
take legal action.   
 

In this article, I endeavour to briefly explain how all of us can make use of the EBR and the ECO which enforces it. 

Action Possible by Utilizing the EBR Database 
 

 You have the right to know about environmentally 
significant decisions in Ontario, and to have a say. 
 

 With the advent of the Internet, all of the govern-
ment proposals which could affect the environment are 
placed into an online database called the Environmental 
Registry.  There they become available to any member 
of the public.  The website for the registry is 
www.EBR.gov.on.ca.  This website is relatively easy to 
follow and has good, albeit somewhat complex, search 
capabilities. For example, I did a basic search using the 
keywords ñMarmora and Lakeò and found 18 notices.  
The most recent one was dated October, 2012 and ref-
erenced the disposal of arsenic and contaminated 
groundwater from the Deloro mine site.  I have one 
warning:  if you intend to use this website to provide in-
put and concerns regarding environmental changes by 
the government, be aware that there is a time limit ï 
usually 30 days. 
 In the past, commenters have helped improve 
environmental decisions such as plans for provincial 
parks, regulations for managing waste pharmaceuticals 
and permits to take water. 

Actions Possible Directly Through the ECO 
 

      Actions beyond providing opinions and comments are 
possible directly through the The Environmental Commis-
sioner of Ontario, most easily by accessing their website 
at www.eco.on.ca.  There they provide contacts and 
forms which can be downloaded to initiate the following: 
 

      You can ask the government for a new environmental 
policy, act or regulation, or changes to existing ones. 
 

      For example, requests have been made for a review 
of how road salt is applied, restrictions on the use  of out-
door clotheslines and land use planning. 
 

      You can ask the government to investigate if you be-
lieve someone is breaking an environmental law. 
 

      Examples of this might be investigations of industrial 
noise, discharge of untreated sewage and leaching of 
chemicals from a landfill.  The government may not be 
aware of these occurrences until you inform them. 
 

      You can challenge ministry decisions on licenses, 
permits and other instruments. 
 

      Examples might be permits to take water and approv-
als to discharge pollutants into the air.  These decisions 
may have already been made despite comments from the 
public but they can still be appealed. Or you may have 
missed the 30-day deadline within which comments and 
concerns were accepted in the EBR database.  Be aware 
that to appeal a decision, you must first get permission 
from the Environmental Review Tribunal. 
 

      I believe the EBR is a significant bill and becomes 
ever more important as the climate and environment 
changes before our eyes.  Therefore, we must take the 
initiative to learn more about this important tool and the 
commission charged with enforcing it and then use what 
we find out to do all we can to ensure our environment 
remains one in which our children and grandchildren can 
enjoy healthy, happy lives. 
 

More information about the Environmental Bill of Rights 
can be obtained from: 
Environmental Commissioner of Ontario 
Phone: 416-325-3377 or toll free, 1-800-701-6454 
E-Mail:       commissioner@eco.on.ca 
Website:     www.eco.on.ca 

Vesa Koivusalo 

The Environmental Bill of Rights 

http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/
http://www.eco.on.ca/
mailto:commissioner@eco.on.ca
http://www.eco.on.ca/
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 All About Turtles 

Photo: Wade Gapes 

 Turtles are becoming the poster critter for an environ-
mental movement to recognize, appreciate and try to under-
stand the wildlife in whose habitat we have chosen to live. 
There are strong campaigns and new believers in the thinking 
that we shouldnôt ignore the impact to wildlife created by inap-
propriate sited projects. 

 CLWA member Dave Reid. suggested this turtle story 
when it appeared early in the year in the Toronto Star, 
where turtles represented by The Prince Edward County 
Field Naturalists won their  first day in court. Now it seems 
that the Ontario Divisional Court has overturned their previ-
ous order to stop a wind energy project in Ostranderôs Point 
which has a potential adverse impact on the local popula-
tion of  threatened Blandings Turtles. It is not only the wind 
farm but the construction of it and the new roads required 
that may impact this unique alvar habitat. That turtles would 
challenge a wind energy project is something new for me. 

 The Turtle Trauma Centre in Peterborough has a new 
facility which should address the increased demand for their 
services. Once an injured turtle has recovered, they release 
them back into their habitat. 

 

 The Ontario Road Ecology Group is asking the public 
for information on interaction with wildlife on Ontarioôs high-
ways. If any is witnessed, please stop and take a picture if 
feasible and send it with details and status, dead or alive. 
This data will be used to get a better understanding and to 
identify ñhotspotsò where animals are frequently hit by cars. 
Scientists and policy makers will consider some actions, such 
as wildlife crossing sign or eco passages.  
 

 Another website of people studying wildlife and people 
encounters is eco-kareinternational.com  

available, as well as the time and date you saw it. 
The idea is to be able to find that spot on a map 
and put a marker there. In addition to the location, 
we need the turtle species and our office has some 
great brochures to help in identifying turtles. These 
brochures are also available on the Toronto Zoo 
website. At the end of the summer we create a 
spreadsheet that has the date, location and identifi-
cation of all the turtle sightings in the watershed and 
sent it to the Toronto Zoo and the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources to help with their population and hab-
itat studies across the province. If our mapping de-
termines ñhot spotsò of turtle crossings over roads, 
the hope is that we could have turtle crossing signs 
installed to warn motorists that our slow reptilian 
friends could be sharing the road with them. 
 

Website: http://www.torontozoo.com/adopapond/turtletally.asp 

Turtles in the news Turtle tally 
 Itôs very simple to participate. People record 
the location where they saw a turtle (usually cross-
ing or alongside a road) with as much information 
as they can provide.  

      Useful information 
would be the street 
you saw the turtle on, 
the nearest cross 
street, any 911     
numbers or houses 
nearby or even GPS    
coordinates if they are 

Submitted by Sharlene Richardson CVCA 

Norma Crofts 


